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In a significant tun of events, the successful gar
thering of visual artists last July 5 at the Negros Cul-
tural House revealed an affirmation of the atists’
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backdiop of foreign influenced, western.

Agains
dominated Philippine art scene, and loreign imposed  de Deferse des Artistes (AIDA) which has intematio-
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BOBI VALENZUELA and Imeldi Cajipe — Endaya’s work ot Hiraya Gallery

Somewhers along the bamen art scene, inan
uapretentious cubde-cac on UN Ave., rests a sanc-
uary for unfamous artists whoss talants, howeser,
are beyond. the shisdow of doubt, Theis works ase
are in Hiraya Gallery, only becawse the curators,
Bobi Valenzucla and Manny Chaver, doem
metitorious and artistic cnouph by Hiraya's stind-
ands.

Notanyone who can wield a brush and mix co-
fors can exhibit at Hirays, not can any interioe de-
signer be enteriained if what he is fooking for are
accessories, not art works. And this is ot even
= appeal

Art has been pretentious 100 fong in s
country,” says Bobi. “For 500 yeis, thelind-
scapes, madonns-end-child, other stillifes have
bocn done to death, Has there been iny education
atal attained by these? Art has gone by name —
Joya, Amorsolo, Botons, S8 - a cocktail party
soavensstion piece, 8 price brag! More often, ane
‘overhears a matron gloating, Hoy, amiga, | got an
Amorsolo for & bargain at the Christmas saie of
Rustan's. Imagine, F250,000 lang! And these'be-
Jeweled, meneyed paract think they can be art con-
neisseurs already! ™

Bobiis uying to change all that in his own

small way. He would rather talk with a serious stu-
dent who obviowsly won't buy, than with somie-
ome holding a checkbook Who asks him 10 expliin
‘what Enelda Cafipe Endaya is trylng to say.

“We. 4 not in this gallery 10 make a big sal,
hindi kami bentamax. 1f 1 want sales, I'd still be
selling heavy equipment up.to now,” says this for-
mersalesman of USIPHIL. “We're here to worship.
talent, to show off mw, undiscowcred artists who
have something to say. We would like 10 evolve in-
10 1n educating pastime, We want fo reach every:
one Who hungers for ast that's why we don't fok
Tow our viewers around with a price list. We don’t
follow them around, period,” says Bobi

At Hirays, ome can jusiwalk in and stay as
1ong a3 he wants tograsp the deeper insights of
of Nonoy Muscelo's Ikabed.. .. So00 Pinoy, cur-

tly on display. Tt could e a most edifying
place o wait for a date, where one does not. have
10 spend a centavo for a cup of coffeé. In fact, if
Bobi starts to'ike you he might even offer you
coffee.

*This is my longest job, even IFit’s the worst
paid,” he says “But you soe, no amount of money
can pay for the fringe benefits 1get the happiness
and the friends I meet. The people who get to Bke
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BAA is affiisted with Association Internationals |

{iah of God whichis Nature. You shall vt e
Sty a8 pretext for luxury and vmnity buts
timal devotion,” the decalogue continues.
‘Hiraya has tried it best to L
s “Decale " E
b oseens spov™ s Bt il o
Lncsts “We cannot just horie ith art bere.
rdial about it It s

Jown but who have &
We have artists” statements here, (hat s why

you may e aly one or w0 tbstrctL

i ces of Sandi
our life snd times — dream sequences of
;-olrw- by Entfiys; the “Tribulation” serles. _ of

L .nts by the black-and-

S ot e e
B emanio Modests; and the PS00-perstip carican
s of Noaoy Mareelo.
i S e et At

g.\ .m.'“ Al s Sontained sbout e 0o
hould be willing to intreduce
rimental fo exhibit for the

clopricht of artiIts
Sriow paimiers, 10 be expe
Lpuposesiof documentation.

So idexhibitors donot goby the ‘half--mill
tm—pr»nmes they g0 by the more affordsble,

E:-,.nn-m there is 3 bokd Santy Bose, a fresh

2 - o
anciscq Pellices Virl, a very disturbing Ime!
jipe Endaya, the seducting. to, the funny

ity it gallesies, whe it comes. 10 dreat-
ist. While overrated palleries exact an sk
b re1 cent commission off their sald pieces,
has Reptits 30 per cent sharing scheme in-
170 per cent going to the art ~ dean.

i 0 art plece has lain there for thiee years,
e (1om when the peso-dollar eomversion
D-1c-ome $tll remnsins the same.

e sc 100 honest 10 a fault here, some times, ™
Bl “Iwe fec) a client 1kes a bad painting.

il him 80 ~ that we think it's bad. Even if we
rrica a Modesto and monkey around with
iptsy we can't do it. Wolang intellectual

M. [t s well be wiling panisat Rus

Hirays sre the ones who can ¢ and spprssigi
for Whatitis: a statement, o peispestive, 3. i~
s a2y persn.
An artist s not just anyone. Hs has a diff
Teel, pulse for things and eventy, Dur artsis
have the capacity tom ake thelr croativity eate
1o the comsciousnessof. thelr viewers They lot
ple, Think, notjustsoe. And thisis our big dil

thedoor, “Sorry, bots, we don"Lsell display piecsls
Wl kaming burloloy dite.” Teh opening nights
Cabrila Ml
tral had admonished, “You shall not seck besaty &
at camival or fair. Of offer yourwork there, for.
beauty is virginal and ks not. 10 be found at camb) |
valor

ot Hirayals entering its Bt year of such
ion.

sis more 1ike a spiritual trip for me, " says
S0 how dogs he take cie of the material?
2 you go spiritual, a lotof the materia gets
own, 30 you exist on fewer requirements. Like

“Besuty shall not be an opiate thatputs you,
10 tlcep but & strang wine, that fires you 10 action
for if you fall tobe a true man or 3 true woman, ||

share, the visions of artists who have captured
i fmaginationin the various mediums of arts
printed from MALAYA August 14, 1985)m

you fail 1o be an artist. Each act of ceation shajl
leave you humble, " for it is never as great as you?
dream and abways inferior 1o that mostmanvelous =

Never was Negros accorded such significant attention as It Is ge
ting now from concemed Filipinos and other peoples of the warld. UN

CEF declared ber under s state of em ergency since September of 1985,
The Japanese Committee for Negros Campaign has been organized in

ros has become s virtual

Japan. 10 help feed the hungry children. Various Philippine support
roups in Europe, USA, Australia and Canada have also shown more
than just solidarity with the suffering people of Negros. Some social

sectams locally have lend their support and concern in saving
-',I

the island.
sccording to Bishop Anto-
prognoatieated,

Neg volcano
nio Y. Fortich, its history reviewed, its economic il
2 $hin fbrena melitins] asamasing medl bad

t August 23, Pamilys Pinturs artists Charke
(‘n.L:‘uyxk'I:pih}. Jojo Regollo, Bobby Salmia-
yor_and Toto Taseosa opened heir art sxhibit at
st the Museo Hoilo. At the opening day  they
met Mary Fricdman, 2 American, together with
ber friend Kay, & European. Both aw cogaged in
2 missionary werk among the cultural minorities
in Bargtac Viejo, & town of Hoilo. A besutiful
friendship resulted from that mecting and 3 sigak
ficant sharing eccured:

The end of August 1986
Nagpena, Barotac Viejo, Hoilo
HiJajo!

1 teally enjoyed moeting all of you guys ia Do-
{10, Except for soms artist fiends in Manila, it was
the first thme [ felt at all understood and apprecia-
ted by 4y “peer group” (barcads) from this azca
Perhaps it's the sbuzactmoss of art thay brings s

ropother st tnhRival peopl, rgaion ofourcal |

tural background. Anyway, I ¢ been reading this
book called. The Aguarian Conspiracy by Marilyn
Fenguson and 1 pulled out 3 fow quotes to share
with you, relevant perhaps 10 what's happening
bz in the Philippines:

“These periodic. awakenings, which take
Plice over a generation or more, are not a
period of social neurosis but a revitalization.
They are therapéutic and cathertic, not po-
thological. They result from-a crisia in mean
ning.The ways of the eulture no longer match
the beliefs and the behavior of the people.
Although en mwakening begins fint with a
disturbance among individuals, it results in
in the shift of the whole worldview of a cul-
ture,

“Awghening begin in periods of cultural
distortions and onal stress, when
we lose faith in the legitimacy of our norm,
the vishility of our institutions and the ou-

\thority of our leaders,”

Thete quotes were actually written in response
10 an explaination of the American  revolution,
and the new ago that s arising now in the States,
out of the turmoil and demonstrations of the
1960'sand. the anth-Vietnam era. They seem appro-
priate as well for this time of transition in the Phi-
Gppines. On the next page are two more quotes,
which call to mind the work that needs fobe done
in “buikding a new valuesbaxed cobfure” within

n oM one. And with you as a part of’ hils “mew
light” experimenting with new mazeways and mew
lifestyles providing sppropriate models and sym-
ok for & new age here in the Philippines, as part
of the Aquarian Conspiracy workiwide.
Kere are some mare quotes from The Aquarian
s
R e whole ecrth is « Bodarless cauntry,
a paradigm of humanity with room enough
for ‘outsiders. and traditionalists, for oll our
ways of human knowing, for oli mysteries
end cultures. A family theropist says _she
urges her clients fo discover notwho is right
oriwrong, but what they have as & fomily, We
ore beginning to make such an inventory of
the whole earth. Every time one culture
finds ond appreciotes the discovery of ano-

i leome
:::‘:;;u"l:nm inside the self, we odd to that
L
“Periodically, the people in o given cul- "

‘mazeways’, the orienting patterns and paths
that hate guided their predecessors. The ‘old
lights' or customary beliefs do not fit current.
experience. Nothing is working because the
solutions lie outslde the occepted pattems
of thowught.”

“A few individuals, then great ih num-
bers, lose their bearings and begin lo gene-
rate political unrest. As controversy grows,
traditionalists or ‘matibists', those wha have
most at alake in the old culture or who are
most_rigid in their baliefs, try to summon
the peaple back to the ‘old lights.! Mista-
king symptoms far causes, they sanction or
punish the new behaviors. Eventually, hotw-
awr, accumulated pressures o change. pro-
duce such acute personal ond social stress
that the whole culture must break the crust
of custom, crash through the blocks in the
mazeways and find new socially structured
auvenues. "

“Then the ht!f! lght' is the concensus; it

ment with new mazeways or new lifestyles,
Jo, enjoy and take care. Until we meet again
Youn truly,
Mary



